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November 7, 2017 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
On behalf of Ballinran Entertainment, I am writing to express our enthusiasm and support 
for the efforts of the Stratford Arts and Culture Collective to establish a performing arts 
and cultural centre within the proposed Grand Trunk Community Hub. 
 
Established in 1995, Ballinran is a film and television production studio based in Stratford, 
Ontario.  For more than two decades we have been creating a wealth of lifestyle, 
documentary and factual entertainment programming for television audiences all over the 
world. 
 
Partnering with Hollywood studios, iconic entertainment brands and legendary 
personalities, we tap into the world of popular culture to meet the growing demand for 
stories behind the scenes on subjects as diverse as Star Trek, Bollywood and Jeopardy!  
 
Our best-known films include the feature documentary The Captains. Released 
worldwide on Netflix and available in more than 120 countries, the documentary follows 
William Shatner, Star Trek’s original Captain Kirk as he examines the impact the role of 
Starship Captain has had on his life and career.  More recently, Netflix has released 
worldwide our film The Truth is in the Stars in which such luminaries as Stephen 
Hawking, Whoopi Goldberg, Chris Hadfield and Neil deGrasse Tyson share with William 
Shatner their vision of our world in the era of Star Trek 250 years from now. 
 
Our production work has taken us around the world – to the United States, the U.K., 
Ireland, Europe, Africa and China, but we our creative engine is based in Stratford where 
our editing, administration and some of our post-production takes place.   
 
The concept of including a Media Centre that incorporates a flexible studio/soundstage 
space and post-production facilities would enable us to bring more of our filming and post-
production work to Stratford.  In addition, it would create an environment in which the next 
generation of content creators could learn and be inspired to launch their careers. 
 
We look forward to being a partner with the Stratford Arts and Culture Collective on this 
exciting venture. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
Craig Thompson 
President and Executive Producer 
 
   
 


